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1. GENERAL MATTERS APPLICABLE TO ALL COMPETITIONS 

1.1. Application and Definitions  

1.1.1. These Rules shall apply to all Community Competition Fixture(s) and Sanctioned Match(es) 
as defined in Rule 1.1.5. 

1.1.2. If any provision of these Rules is held invalid or unenforceable by a court of competent 
jurisdiction then the remainder of these Rules and the application thereof shall not be 
affected thereby and shall continue to be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent 
permitted by law. 

1.1.3. ¢ƘŜǎŜ wǳƭŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ C±Ωǎ absolute discretion, including where 
required as a result of Government regulation(s). If these Rules are amended for any 
reason, FV will take reasonable steps to notify Clubs of the amendment(s). 

1.1.4. Terms defined in the FV Constitution, 2026 FV Registration Regulations and/or the GDR 
shall have the same meaning in these Rules unless otherwise stated. 

1.1.5. In addition to Rule 1.1.4 unless the context otherwise requires, the following definitions 
apply: 

a. Abandoned  means a Competition Fixture which has failed to commence for any 
reason or has commenced but has been stopped by the Match Official prior to its 
conclusion in accordance with Rule 4.2.  

b. Advanced Competition means NPLW, NPLM, VPLM, VPLW, GVYPL and Advanced 
Junior Boys (BVYPL 1, BVYL 2, BYSL 1 N/W, BYSL 1 S/E) competitions. 

c. Competition Regulations or Regulations means the regulations which 
supplement these Rules, and which apply to the competitions administered by FV 
(other than Advanced Competitions) ŦƻǊ aŜƴΩǎ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ WǳƴƛƻǊ 
Football and Metro & Masters Football, as amended and updated by FV from time to 
time. 

d. Club has the same meaning as in the FV Constitution and includes but is not limited to 
a Futsal Club. 

e. Club Associate(s) has the meaning given to it in the GDR. 

f. Club Official(s) means any person involved with the administration or management 
of the Club (whether paid or unpaid) including employees, contractors, consultants, 
officers, directors and representatives. Club Officials include Key Personnel. 

g. Competition Fixture means any match that is administered by FV and includes 
matches to which FV appoints Match Official(s). 

h. Community Competition means competitions administered by FV (other than 
Advanced Competitionsύ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ aŜƴΩǎ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΦ WǳƴƛƻǊ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
Metro & Masters Football, including competitions based regionally in Victoria where 
referred to in these Rules e.g. Geelong, as amended and updated by FV from time to 
time. 

i. Cup Fixture  means any knock-out cup match, fixture or other event organized 
and/or administered by FV or FA before, after or in conjunction with a Regular Season 
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and includes, but is not limited to, the Dockery Cup, Australia /ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ 
Knockout Cup (currently the Nike F.C Cup). 

j. Default Notice  means a notice of default issued by FV in relation to an amount owed 
to FV by a Club or a player which that Club or player has failed to pay in accordance 
with Rule 1.3. 

k. DRIBL means C±Ωǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ 

l. Division ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
Victorian Football (e.g., {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ aŜƴΩǎ 1 or {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ о ƻǊ aŜƴΩǎ 
Metropolitan League 3). 

m. FA means Football Australia 

n. FV means Football Victoria. 

o. Field ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀ tƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Match Sheet and 
άCƛŜƭŘǎέΣ άCƛŜƭŘŜŘέΣ άtƭŀȅέ ƻǊ άtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎΦ 

p. Field of Play means: 

(i) At an enclosed pitch the entire area within the temporary or permanent 
perimeter fencing; or 

(ii) At an open pitch the entire area within 3 metres of the boundary line of the 
football pitch. 

q. Final  means a Competition Fixture played to determine the champion of a Finals 
Series administered by FV. 

r. Forfeit means failure to participate in a Competition Fixture if the Club or Team in 
question has failed to notify FV at least three (3) days prior to the Competition Fixture. 

s. Futsal Club means a Club which plays in a futsal competition administered by FV. 

t. GDR means the FV Grievance Discipline and Tribunal By Law (as amended from time 
to time). 

u. Goal Difference  means the difference between goals scored by a Club/Team (Goals 
For) and goals scored against a Club/Team (Goals Against) in a match or season. 

v. Home Club means the Club named first in a Competition Fixture. 

w. Host Club  means a Club which hosts one or more Competition Fixtures or Finals at its 
home venue, whether or not that Club participates in one of those Competition 
Fixtures or Finals or not.  

x. ID Card means identification cards created by DRIBL, which all Players and Teams 
must have.    

y. IFAB means International Football Association Board. 

z. Key Personnel means the personnel (paid or unpaid) that may be engaged by the 
Club including but not limited to president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, 
general manager, media manager, marketing manager and child protection manager. 
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aa. League όǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ aŜƴΩǎ ƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭύ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
within a Division (such as {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ aŜƴΩǎ 1 South-East or {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 3 
bƻǊǘƘ ƻǊ aŜƴΩǎ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ [ŜŀƎǳŜ о bƻǊǘƘ-West). 

bb.  Match Official means a match official as defined in the GDR. 

cc. Match Sheet  means the official log (hard copy or online) of the Competition Fixture 
recording all match details including participants and results.  

dd.  Misconduct has the meaning given to it in the GDR. 

ee. No Result means ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŀ Ψл-лΩ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ CƛȄǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ 
ƻǊ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ¢ŜŀƳΦ ! Ψbƻ wŜǎǳƭǘΩ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ CƛȄǘǳǊŜ 
played. 

ff. Non -Participation in a Fixture  means failure to participate in a Competition Fixture 
having notified FV more than three (3) days prior to the Competition fixture. 

gg.  Normal Time means the maximum length of two (2) equal periods not including 
added time as specified in Rule 4.1 and Table 4.1 unless any time reduction is 
otherwise determined in accordance with Rule 4.1. 

hh. Play Off Match means a Competition Fixture played to determine the final standings 
of a League or the eligibility for promotion/relegation of a Team between Leagues or 
Divisions. 

ii. Played means: 

(i) A Team has participated in a Competition Fixture. 

In specific reference to a player, Played  means: 

(ii) To have taken the field of play; or 

(iii) Been listed on the Match Sheet; or 

(iv) If a player is originally listed on the Match Sheet and it is subsequently indicated 
on the Match Sheet that the player is no longer to Participate in the Competition 
Fixture, that change must be acknowledged by signature of the senior Match 
Official prior to the commencement of the Competition Fixture. Failure to 
ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ΨtƭŀȅŜŘΩ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜ. 

jj. Player ID Card means the DRIBL generated ID card containing recent photo, date of 
birth, FA number, full name, and Club name for that player. 

kk. Postponed means a Competition Fixture which has not commenced as scheduled.  

ll. Private Academy  means a provider of football tuition which is not a club registered 
with FV or FA. 

mm. Registered means registered and eligible in PlayFootball in accordance with the FA 
National Registration, Status and Transfer Regulations as well as the 2026 FV 
Registration Regulations.  

nn. Regrading Result  means a result which has been attributed due to a team that has 
been regraded into a Competition. 
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oo. Regular Season means the time and Competition Fixtures between the first and last 
round of the relevant competition or as otherwise determined by FV acting in its 
absolute discretion, in addition to any Play Off Match(es) required for the purpose of 
promotion and relegation.  

pp.  Rule or Rule of Competition  means a rule set out in a clause or clauses of these 
2026  Rules of Competition. 

qq.  Risk Assessment and Security Policy  is the FV policy which outlines minimum 
security requirements and responsibilities at Competition Fixtures. 

rr. Sanctioned Match means any match to which FV appoints one (1) or more Match 
Official(s) but does not administer directly. This includes matches to which FV is unable 
to appoint one (1) or more Match Official(s) due to availability, but a request for 
appointment has been made and acknowledged.  

ss. Team  means a football team entered by a Club in a League or, in junior football (U7s 
to U21s) a team entered by a Club in a competition, administered by FV. 

tt.  Technical Area is as defined in the Minimum Facility Requirements set out in 
Schedule 8. 

1.1.6. Decisions made by FV under these Rules are final, binding and unless stated to the 
contrary, not capable of being appealed.  

1.2.  Consequences of Breach  

1.2.1. In addition to any consequences stated in the Rules or Regulations, any proven breach of or 
failure to comply with an obligation or requirement set out in these Rules or Regulations 
may amount to Misconduct and if so shall be subject to the provisions of the GDR. 

1.2.2. To avoid doubt, where these Rules or Regulations do not specify the consequences of a 
breach or failure to comply with these Rules or Regulations, such breach or failure to 
comply may still amount to Misconduct and if so shall be subject to the provisions of the 
GDR. 

1.3.  Monies Owing to FV  

Monies Owing by a Club 

1.3.1. All amounts owed by a Club to FV (excluding Match Official Fees) must be paid within 30 
days of the date of the invoice issued by FV in relation to that amount or such sooner time 
required under the GDR or stipulated by FV. 

1.3.2. If a Club fails to pay any amount owing to FV in accordance with Rule 1.3.1, FV may issue a 
Default Notice giving the Club a further 14 days or less as stipulated by FV to pay that 
amount. 

1.3.3. All amounts owed by a Club to FV in relation to Match Official Fees must be paid within 7 
days of the date of the invoice issued by FV. 

a. Regulation 1.3.3. is inclusive Match Official Travels Fees as outlined in the 2026 Match 
Officials Fee Schedule. 

1.3.4. If a Club fails to comply with a Default Notice issued in accordance with Rule 1.3.2, or agree 
to a repayment plan with FV for the amount owed, FV may, at its absolute discretion: 
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a. Rule that Club (or the applicable Team(s) within that Club) ineligible to earn 
competition points in any Competition Fixture or Sanctioned Match in which the Club 
(or Team) plays, until the debt is paid. 

b. Suspend or expel that Club (or Team(s)) from any Competition Fixture (including Cup 
Fixtures) and/or FV competitions. 

c. Prohibit that Club (or Team(s)) from promotion whilst the debt remains unpaid. 

d. Relegate that Club (or Team(s)) while the debt remains unpaid. 

e. Deduct championship points from a Club (or Team) for the current season where the 
debt remains unpaid. 

f. Deduct championship points from a Club (or Team) for the following season where the 
debt remains unpaid or accrues after 31 October of the relevant year. 

g. Prohibit that Club (or Team(s)) from referring to a Rules of Competition Match 
Determination matter to Independent Tribunal.  

1.3.5. If FV and a Club agree to a repayment plan in relation to a debt owed by the Club to FV and 
the Club fails to meet any of the terms of that payment plan by the stipulated date and time, 
FV may immediately and without the need to issue a further Default Notice, impose one or 
more of the sanctions referred to in Rule 1.3.3. 

Monies Owing by a Player 

1.3.6. All amounts owed by a player to FV must be paid within 30 days of the date of the invoice 
issued by FV in relation to the amount payable or such sooner time as required under the 
GDR. 

1.3.7. If a player fails to pay any amount owing to FV in accordance with Rule 1.3.6, FV may issue a 
Default Notice giving the player a further 14 days to pay that amount. 

1.3.8. If a player fails to comply with a Default Notice issued in accordance with Rule 1.3.7 or 
agree to a repayment plan with FV for the amount owed, FV may, at its absolute discretion, 
suspend that player from any or all FV competitions or representative Teams on such terms 
as it sees fit until such debt is paid or secured to the satisfaction of FV. 

1.3.9. FV may offset any monies owed by FV to a Club or a player against any amount owed by a 
Club or a player to FV prior to the issue of an invoice to a Club or player for amounts owing 
to FV. 

1.4.  Registrations, Forfeits and Abandonments  

Definitions 

1.4.1. For the purposes of this Rule: 

a. Change of Status  has the same meaning as in the FV Registration Regulations. 

b. Dual Registration  has the same meaning as in the FV Registration Regulations. 

c. Ineligible means a player who is one of the following: 

(i) Playing for the wrong Club or Team; 

(ii) Playing within a stand-down period due to Change of Status; 
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(iii) Playing while registered for two clubs at the same time without a Dual 
Registration exemption to do so; 

(iv) Playing while not Registered; 

(v) Playing while under Suspension under the GDR; 

(vi) A player who has been shown a red card earlier in a fixture that is still being 
played; 

(vii) Playing while ineligible to do so for any other reason determined by FV; or 

(viii) A Player or Players in breach of Rule 2.2; 

d. Offence means when FV has found upon investigation, audit, processing, or 
notification there has been a breach of these Rules including any of the previous 
fixtures in which an Unregistered or Ineligible Player(s) has Participated. 

e. Register  and Registered means a player who is registered in accordance with the 
applicable FV Registration Regulations, and/or FA National Registration, Status and 
Transfer Regulations, including without limitation seeking an International Transfer 
Clearance (ITC) where applicable. 

f. Request for information refers to where from time to time FV may request that a 
Club provide to it information in relation to player registration matters or otherwise as 
reasonably requested to ensure the integrity of football. 

g. Unregistered means a player who is not Registered. 

Registration ς Scope and Penalties 

1.4.2. All Clubs and Teams must Register all Players in accordance with the FV Registration 
Regulations and FA National Registration, Status and Transfer Regulations. 

1.4.3. FV may find Unregistered or Ineligible Player(s) through random audits, daily processing 
or upon investigation following notification of a breach of these Rules. 

1.4.4. Where a Club or Team Fields an Unregistered or Ineligible Player in a Competition 
Fixture, including Finals or Play-Off Matches, the following shall apply: 

a. Where a Team is found to have Fielded an Unregistered or Ineligible Player(s) during 
a single Competition Fixture(s), the score for the respective Competition Fixture(s) 
may be amended as follows: 

(i) where that Team loses the Competition Fixture, the result is the greater of the 
actual score or a 3-0 result. 

(ii) where the score is a draw that Team is deemed to have lost the Competition 
Fixture 3-0; or 

(iii) where that Team wins the Competition Fixture, the result is a 3-0 win to the non-
infringing Team. 

b. Where a Club or Team is found to have Fielded an Unregistered or Ineligible Player(s) 
in multiple Competition Fixtures, FV may: 

(i) deduct between 0-12 competition points from the Team without altering any of 
the corresponding individual Competition Fixture results; or 
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(ii) reverse such Competition Fixture results 3-0 as necessary 

Matters that FV may take into account in making a decision under Rule 1.4.4(a) or (b above include, but 
are not limited to:  

(i) ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ C±Ωǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǊ LƴŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ tƭŀȅŜǊόǎύ ǿŀǎ 
intentionally or inadvertently Fielded; 

(ii) whether a genuine administrative error occurred; 

(iii) whether it can be demonstrated by the Club that it was misled by the Player in 
relation to eligibility/registration;  

(iv) the experience of the Team or Club administrator; 

(v) the age-group affected; and/or   

(vi) any other factors FV may consider relevant in the circumstances. 

By way of example: where FV learns in round 9 of a season that an Under 14Ωǎ Team 
has inadvertently failed to correctly register a Player, rather than automatically 
deduct 27 points from that Team and reverse 9 Competition Fixtures, FV may either 
deduct up to 12 points from the Team and not reverse any individual Competition 
Fixtures, or reverse such Competition Fixtures as necessary. 

1.4.5. Where FV learns of an Unregistered or Ineligible Player(s) via internal audits, and no Club 
or Team has raised a formal protest about those Players within the time set out in the next 
sub-Rule, FV may deal with the matter via a warning and reprimand for the first occasion 
in its absolute discretion. The matter is then considered finalised (see Additional Notes 
section below). 

1.4.6. The time limit for a Club or Team to Protest from the date of the relevant Competition 
Fixture, after which the result of the Competition Fixture is considered finalised, is seven 
(7) calendar days. 

Note on Rule 1.4.6. it is important for the integrity of the competition and league that the 
results of Competition Fixtures are considered final. The intention of this Clause is to prevent 
ǘŜŀƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ άǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǳǇέ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǊ LƴŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ tƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳs until 
shortly before finals, in order to make a last effort to accrue points for finals. Legitimate 
concerns by a team should be notified to FV promptly. 

Additional notes: in junior competitions, the focus is on participation. Where Unregistered 
or Ineligible Player(s) in these leagues are identified, FV will favour an interpretation of a 
genuine administrative error unless it can be shown that the Unregistered or Ineligible 
Player(s) were Played intentionally. However, in Advanced Competitions, or other state 
ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ƻǊ ƳŜǘǊƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ C±Ωǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ōȅ 
Clubs, and participation by Unregistered or Ineligible Player(s) in these competitions may 
be interpreted against the Club or Team more stringently. 

System or Technical Error 

1.4.7. To avoid doubt, if there is a system or technical error in processing a registration (which 
does not include Players with multiple registrations as a result of, for example, name 
variants), the above sanctions will be imposed until such system or technical error is 
proven by the Club or Team or Player, save that: 
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a. only those system or technical errors that occur on weekdays up until 5.00pm on a 
Friday, (excluding Public Holidays) will be taken into account; and 

b. should a Club or Team decide to process registrations on non-business days 
(Weekends and/or Public Holidays) or after 5.00pm on a Friday, the Club or Team is 
responsible for ensuring all registrations are successfully processed and valid for all 
Club and team fixtures. 

Forfeits 

1.4.8. Clubs must notify FV as soon as practicable in advance in the event that they are unable to 
participate in a Competition Fixture. 

1.4.9. A Forfeit occurs when a Club or Team fails to participate in a Competition Fixture. 

1.4.10. In the event of a Forfeit, the forfeiting Team: 

a. is deemed to have lost the Competition Fixture 3-0; and 

b. will receive a forfeit notice from FV;  

1.4.11. Any Team which incurs Forfeits in four (4) Competition Fixtures within a Regular Season 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŀǘ C±Ωǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴΦ 

Request for Information 

1.4.12. ²ƘŜǊŜ C± ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŀ /ƭǳō ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
matters, or otherwise as reasonably requested in order to ensure the integrity of football, 
the Club must comply within 7 days (or as otherwise reasonably requested by the FV). 

1.4.13. A failure to comply with Rule 1.4.12 above ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ 
points until the requested information is provided. Should a Club subsequently comply 
with Rule 1.4.12 above, such points will not be returned or Matches replayed. 

Appeals 

1.4.14. FV reserves the right during the Season to implement (and publish details of) an appeals 
ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ C±Ωǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ wǳƭŜ мΦпΦпΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳΣ /ƭǳōǎ ǿƘƻ 
have had points so deducted may appeal that decision to the FV Tribunal, to be dealt with 
further to the GDR.  

1.4.15. An appeal under Rule 1.4.14 shall constitute a Tribunal Referral for the purposes of the 
GDR. 

1.4.16. The cost of an appeal under Rule 1.4.14 shall be as determined by FV from time to time 
and may be higher than standard Tribunal Request Fee referred to in the GDR. 

1.5.  Protection of Important Fixtures  

1.5.1. Where an A-League, International or an Inter-State match is scheduled in the State of 
Victoria, FV may determine that no other Competition Fixture or Sanctioned Match take 
place at the same time. 

1.6.  Sanctioned Matches  

1.6.1. Any Club taking part in a Sanctioned Match must abide by any and all codes of conduct or 
codes of behaviour prescribed by FV and/or FA from time to time, including the Codes of 
Behaviour attached to these Rules at Schedule 6 ς Codes of Behaviour. 



1. GENERAL MATTERS APPLICABLE TO ALL COMPETITIONS 

 

9 

1.6.2. By participating in a Sanctioned Match, the Club and any League or association to which 
that Club belongs, submits to the jurisdiction of FV, its Rules and Regulations and the 
GDR. 

1.6.3. Any Club or Team, association or organisation which administers or participates in any 
Sanctioned Match, must ensure that appropriate insurance and Work Cover 
arrangements are made to provide adequate and necessary coverage for their players, 
Match Officials, and all Club Associates involved in Sanctioned Matches. 

1.6.4. Any Club or Team, association or organisation wishing to participate in any interstate or 
international match, tournament or event must apply in accordance with the 2026 FV 
Registration Regulations, writing to the FV Registrations Team for prior approval. 

1.6.5. All Competition Fixtures take precedence over non-FV matches or fixtures or 
tournaments. Failure to fulfil Competition Fixtures for a non-FV match or fixture may result 
in disciplinary action in accordance with Rule 4.6. 

1.7.  Insurance  

1.7.1. FV will negotiate and appoint an insurance company or companies to provide cover for 
all Club Associates and players registered with FV as it sees fit, provided Clubs are 
incorporated at all times and meet the relevant affiliation, license and registration 
requirements. 

Insurance of Players 

1.7.2. !ƭƭ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ όƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎύ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ C±Ωǎ LƴǎǳǊŜǊ όƻǊ ŀǎ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ C±ύΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ C± ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
time of player payment for registration via the Club Finance System (refer to the Summary 
of Cover as posted on the FV Website for policy details). 

Insurance of Club Associates 

1.7.3. In addition to compulsory player insurance, FV shall provide through its insurance 
ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψbƻǘ ŦƻǊ tǊƻŦƛǘ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ŦƻǊ /ƭǳō !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎ.  

1.8.  Strict Liability of Clubs  

1.8.1. Each Club shall be responsible for the conduct of its Club Associates at or in the vicinity of 
any Competition Fixture, Sanctioned Match or non-FV event in which a Club is engaged 
or is in attendance regardless of the responsibilities attaching to any other person or 
entity in respect of such a match or event. 

1.9.  Club Name or New Club Name Application  

1.9.1. An application for either a new Club name or the change of an existing Club name must 
be made by the relevant Club in accordance with the FA Inclusivity Principles for Club 
Identity as published on the FA website. 

1.9.2. FV will only assess an application under Rule 1.9.1 when all relevant information has been 
lodged with FV. FV may reject an application for a new name or a change of name as it 
sees fit. 

1.9.3. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ψ/ƭǳō ƴŀƳŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ wǳƭŜ 1.9 includes the incorporated name, registered 
business name and/or approved playing name of a Club. 

1.9.4. Process for new name application by a Club: 

https://www.footballaustralia.com.au/sites/ffa/files/2019-07/FFA%20Inclusivity%20Principles%20for%20Club%20Identity.pdf
https://www.footballaustralia.com.au/sites/ffa/files/2019-07/FFA%20Inclusivity%20Principles%20for%20Club%20Identity.pdf
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a. All submissions will be considered in accordance with FA Inclusivity Principles for 
Club Identity 

b. The Club name must be approved in writing by the local government authority and 
be representative of the geographic area within which the Club is located.  

c. The Club must: 

(i) Submit its request for a change of Club name or new Club name on Club 
letterhead to registrations@footballvictoria.com.au with a completed NRR02B 
form 

(ii) Provide full disclosure of the reasons for the requested change. 

1.9.5. The application for change of Club name or new Club name must include a minimum of 
three (3) proposed names that can be assessed, again with full disclosure as per Rules 
1.9.4.a.  

1.9.6. Subject to Rule 1.9.4 (b) and (c), the new Club name must not contain any part of the 
name of any Club in the same or immediately adjoining municipalities, excepting the 
following traditional generic football names:  

¶ United  

¶ Rovers  

¶ City  

¶ Old  

¶ Sporting  

1.9.7. FV may, at its absolute discretion, permit a new Club name to share a similar geographic 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ /ƭǳō ƴŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻǊ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƛŦΣ ƛƴ C±Ωǎ 
opinion, the new Club (and its name) will not negatively impact any existing Club.  

1.9.8. Where a change of name also involves a Club proposing to relocate to a different local 
government municipality the application for change of name will not be considered 
unless evidence is provided to FV that there are no outstanding debts or other 
obligations to the former council/municipality.  

1.9.9. FV will not approve the relocation of a Club to a different municipality unless it is in the 
best interests of Victorian football in general (to be determined at the absolute discretion 
of FV) and no existing Club in the municipality to which the relocating Club wishes to 
move is materially disadvantaged (to be determined at the absolute discretion of FV).  

1.9.10. No Club will be allowed more than one (1) incorporated name or registered 
business/playing name.  

1.9.11. Incorporation 

A Club must provide FV with documentary evidence of registration of any new name with 
the appropriate government authority. Failure to provide evidence in accordance with 
this Rule may result in previous approval by FV and/or FA of a new club name or a club 
name change being revoked.  

  

https://www.footballaustralia.com.au/sites/ffa/files/2019-07/FFA%20Inclusivity%20Principles%20for%20Club%20Identity.pdf
https://www.footballaustralia.com.au/sites/ffa/files/2019-07/FFA%20Inclusivity%20Principles%20for%20Club%20Identity.pdf
mailto:registrations@footballvictoria.com.au
https://www.footballaustralia.com.au/sites/ffa/files/2021-02/20-1204%20-%20NRR02B%20Application%20Form%20FINAL.pdf
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1.10.  Ticketing and Refunds of Money  

1.10.1. Ticket prices must be clearly displayed at the venue entry point and ticket box at all 
Competition Fixtures where admission fees are charged. 

1.10.2. Clubs that charge admission fees must hand over an admission ticket to the paying 
customer when the exchange of money is made. 

1.10.3. Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ 

1.10.4. Customers that present an authentic FA or FV Pass, Match Official Pass or are aged 14 
years or younger, will be granted free entry to Competition Fixtures and do not require an 
admission ticket unless otherwise communicated by FV (for example in relation to Finals 
or Playoffs). 

1.10.5. A copy of Rule 1.10 is to be displayed at the ticket box at all venues where admission fees 
are charged. 

1.10.6. Paying customers will be entitled to a full refund (including car park fees) on the day of the 
Competition Fixture if the main Competition Fixture on the day has been postponed or 
abandoned prior to the conclusion of the first half of that fixture. 

1.11. Security at Home Pitches  

1.11.1. The Home Club is responsible for providing appropriate arrangements to ensure the 
orderly behaviour of spectators and provide protection for Match Officials, players and 
Club Associates at Competition Fixtures including but not limited to any specific 
requirements of FV which are notified to the Home Club. 

1.11.2. All Clubs, players, Match Officials and Club Associates must comply with C±Ωǎ aŀǘŎƘ 5ŀȅ 
Risk & Security Policy as promulgated by FV, and any security arrangements put in place 
as a result of the application of that policy. 

1.11.3. Each Home Club is responsible for security and/or police as directed by FV. Ordinarily 
this will be wholly the responsibility of the Home Club but FV reserves the right to require 
any Club involved in a Competition Fixture to meet FV determined security requirements 
in accordance with Rule 1.11.2 or as otherwise determined by FV. 

1.11.4. Home Clubs and Host Clubs must provide a lockable facility for all valuables of Match 
Officials(s) and participating Clubs. Failure to provide such a facility may result in the 
Home Club or Host Club not being allocated Competition Fixtures at their home ground. 

1.11.5. Rules 1.11.1 ς 1.11.4 ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ 
facility (including ¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǘƛƭŘŀΩǎΣ the State Football Centre at Darebin and the 
Knox Regional Football Centre) where that Club is listed as the Home Club for the 
purposes of a Competition Fixture to be played at the neutral ground or facility. 

1.11.6. The Home Club or the Host Club will be held responsible if it is found that Match 
Official(s) do not receive all personal items back. 

1.11.7. Each Club is responsible for the valuables of its players, and valuables that are left in 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊƛǎƪΦ 

1.11.8. Rule 1.11. is subject to C±Ωǎ aŀǘŎƘ 5ŀȅ wƛǎƪ and Security Policy which may be amended 
from time to time. 

https://footballvictoria.com.au/sites/ffv/files/2024-04/FV_Match_Day_Risk_Security_Policy.pdf
https://footballvictoria.com.au/sites/ffv/files/2024-04/FV_Match_Day_Risk_Security_Policy.pdf
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1.12.  Risk Fixtures  

1.12.1 Should FV deem any Competition Fixture a Risk Fixture, the Match Day Risk Profile and 
requirements will be outlined and communicated to Clubs in line with the Match Day Risk 
& Security Policy. 

  
1.12.2  Clubs must follow all directions from FV relating to a classified Risk Fixture in line with the 

Match Day Risk & Security Policy.  
 
1.12.3 Any Club Compliance Requirements in line with the Match Day Risk & Security Policy as 

outlined by FV not met, may be considered a breach of the GDR. 
 

1.13.  Representative Teams  

1.13.1. Any player registered in Victoria will be eligible to represent Victoria in representative 
matches, camps or tours and each selected player must make themselves available for 
training, preparation and participation for representative matches, camps or tours when 
requested by FV. 

1.13.2. All Clubs must release players for training and preparation for, and participation in, 
representative matches, camps, or tours. 

1.13.3. Where a Club has four (4) or more outfield players or two (2) goalkeepers from the same 
Team participating in an FV/FA approved representative match, camp or tour which 
conflicts with a Competition Fixture in which that Club or Team is required to participate, 
the Club may seek postponement of that Competition Fixture. Approved representative 
matches may include but are not limited to: 

a. FA National Championships  

b. FV State Teams 

c. National Teams 

1.13.4. All requests pursuant to Rule 1.12.3 must be received no less than 10 days prior to the 
Competition Fixture in question, unless the player is called up within the 10-day period by 
FV/FA for representative duty.  

1.13.5. FV shall determine the outcome of any request under this Rule at its absolute discretion. 

1.14.  Member Protection  

1.14.1. FV has adopted the FA National Member Protection Framework including for all FV 
affiliated competition administrators, Clubs, Players and Club Associates and Match 
Officials. The Member Protection Framework can be found by clicking the following link. 

1.14.2. FV has partnered with Proud2Play and Pride In Sport in order to eradicate discrimination, 
particularly against those who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex. We have also updated FV Dispensation Policy which provides clear and concise 
process to dispensation requests. Dispensation requests allow Clubs to submit a request 
for a player/s to be granted exemption from FV to participate in competitions that they 
would otherwise not be eligible.  

1.14.3. FV welcomes and fosters diversity in the world game. All persons, Clubs, Players, Match 
Officials and/or Stakeholders involved with football are mandated to promote and 
provide safe and inclusive environments for all. 

https://www.footballaustralia.com.au/governance/member-protection-framework
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1.15.  Club Membership and National Club Accreditation  

1.15.1. In order to be eligible to compete in FV competitions in 2026  a Club must comply with 
the requirements set out by the following: 

a. C±Ωǎ /ƭǳō Membership Process;  

b. ¢ƘŜ C! Ψ/ƭǳō /ƘŀƴƎŜǊΩ- National Club Development Program criteria (if 

required);  

1.15.2. In order to be eligible to compete in FV competitions, Clubs and their Club Officials must 
not have any contractual, financial or other relationship of any nature with a Private For 
Profit Academy. 

1.16.  Correspondence / Communication  

1.16.1. All correspondence sent by FV to Clubs shall be deemed to have been received by Clubs: 

a. In the case of online communication, the day on which it was published online. 

b. In the case of email communication, the time at which it was sent. 

c. In the case of communication sent by mail, two (2) business days after such 
communication was posted. 

1.16.2. Clubs must ensure that their postal mailboxes, specified email accounts (including Spam 
and Junk folders) and the FV website are checked regularly, and that any information 
received is forwarded to the addressee or relevant parties within the Club. 

1.16.3. All correspondence relating to Club requests, including, but not limited to; Competition 
Fixtures, forfeits, grading, result disputes and disciplinary matters must be made by a 
Club representative listed on PlayFootball. Requests made by anyone not listed as a Club 
representative in PlayFootball may not be actioned by FV. 

1.16.4. All Clubs must have an active email address and phone number and ensure that this 
address and phone number and all other relevant details are current, up to date in 
PlayFootball and checked regularly by Club Associates and/or Club Officials. 

1.16.5. Failure by a Club to keep a current, active email address and phone number and to check 
that email address and any voicemail service connected to its phone number regularly, 
cannot be relied on by the Club in relation to the question of whether or not notice of any 
matter was received by the Club from FV or otherwise. 

1.16.6. FV reserves the right to only communicate with nominated club contacts as listed on 
PlayFootball or the FV Club Contact Guide. 

1.17.  Government Health Order s and Protocols  

1.17.1. All Clubs competing in FV Competitions are subject to and must adhere and comply with 
any mandated Government Health Orders and Protocols. 

 

https://www.footballaustralia.com.au/clubchanger
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2.  COMPETITION RULES 

2.1.  General Information  

2.1.1. All Competition Fixtures are played under the IFAB Laws of the Game, unless otherwise 
specified in these Rules. 

2.1.2. Only Teams from FV Clubs, regional affiliates or representative Teams may enter FV 
competitions.  

2.1.3. If a Team is withdrawn on or before the point of the Regular Season at which all Teams 
have played each other once ŀ Ψ.¸9Ω ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴ ¢ŜŀƳ ƛƴ 
the fixture. All championship points along with goals scored (for & against) for that Team 
will be erased. All Coaches Votes gained in Competition Fixtures involving the withdrawn 
Team will also be erased. 

2.1.4. If a Team is withdrawn after the point of the Regular Season at which all Teams have 
ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀ Ψ.¸9Ω ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
withdrawn Team in the fixture, and; 

a. Played Competition Fixtures involving the withdrawn Team where they have played 
each opponent and equal number of times will remain, including all championship 
points along with goals scored, and; 

b. Competition Fixtures involving the withdrawn Team beyond the point of playing 
each opponent an equal number of times will be erased, including all championship 
points along with goals scored (for & against). 

c. All Best & Fairest and/ or Coaches Votes gained in:  

(i) Competition Fixtures involving the withdrawn Team up to the point of the 
season at which all Teams have played each other an equal number of times will 
be erased; 

(ii) Competition Fixtures involving the withdrawn Team from the point of the season 
at which all Teams have played each other an equal number of times, until the 
time the Team withdrew, will be erased. 

For the avoidance of doubt, FV may consider forfeited matches as Played for the 
purposes of Rule 2.1.4. 
 

2.1.5. If a Team is withdrawn after the point of the Regular Season at which all Teams have 
ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ ƻƴŎŜΣ ŀ Ψ.¸9Ω ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴ 
Team in the fixture for the remainder of the season, and; 

a. Played Competition Fixtures involving the withdrawn Team will remain including all 
championship points along with goals scored (for & against). 

b. All Coaches Votes gained in:  

(i) Played Competition Fixtures involving the withdrawn Team up to the point of 
the season at which all Teams have played the withdrawing Team once will 
remain; 

For the avoidance of doubt, FV may consider forfeited matches as Played for the 
purposes of Rule 2.1.5. 
 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































